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Message from the Mayor
It is certainly in very different times that I reach 
out to you today. We have found ourselves 
immersed in a crisis of almost incomprehensible 
proportion; but as time is passing and we are 
adjusting to circumstances and moving as a 
country to a position of strength, I find we are 
able to look to the future with confidence. 

Council’s aim has always been to support our 
community, and we have rallied as a Council and an 
organisation to do that as best we can. 

This help has come in many different forms. Among other 
things, we have been calling community members to check 
how they are, delivering library books to our older residents, 
and we created the ‘Buy in Baysie’ online business directory 
and grants to help support our local businesses.

Recently, we announced a $5.09 million local economic 
and social stimulus package aimed at fast tracking major 
projects, generating local employment and supporting 
community and sporting organisations to recover from 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

What you will find in the pages to follow are details 
of what we have been doing as a Council and as a 
community as we work through this time together; as 
well as what services and support are out there for you.

I have every faith in us as a community. Year after 
year we demonstrate how we care for each other and 
support those around us. We see it in our hard working 
volunteers, we see it in the families attending community 
events, we see it in our staff, and we see it in local 
businesses.

But what we have seen as a result of this crisis is our 
community come together like never before. Every day 
we are sharing in selfless acts of kindness and strength 
— all of which capture the true meaning of community.

There really is heart, right here in the inner east.

Keep taking care of each other,

Mayor Dan Bull 
West Ward Councillor 
M: 0423 692 827 
E: dan.bull@bayswater.wa.gov.au

As we work together to reduce 
the spread of the coronavirus, 
the City has taken a number of 
steps to keep our community and 
staff safe; but we are still here to 
help – and we encourage you to 
reach out if you need us. 

As restrictions ease, the ways 
you can get in touch with us will 
increase, but no matter what, we 
are always here.

In person at the Civic Centre 

Customer service: 9272 0622 

Phone payment line: 1300 207 811 

Email: mail@bayswater.wa.gov.au 

facebook.com/bayswatercity 

Our Customer Service team can 
talk you through how to access 
forms and make payments online; 
or put you in touch with a number  
 

of services if you find you need 
some extra help or support during 
this time. 

To find out more about the steps 
the City is taking to support local 
businesses and the community, 
as well as keep up to date with 
what is happening as  
restrictions are lifted, visit  
bayswater.wa.gov.au/covid19 

We’re still here for you



Winter 2020 3

$5.09 million local 
stimulus package for the 
Bayswater community

The City of Bayswater will be investing in a $5.09 million local economic and social 
stimulus package aimed at fast tracking major projects, generating local employment 
and supporting community organisations to recover from the COVID-19 crisis.

Council has taken a firm stance to protect the local 
community from the effects of the coronavirus; and 
acted quickly with a number of initiatives including 
waiving rent payable by 70 for community leaseholders 
for six months, not charging interest on late rate 
payments until the end of the financial year, and 
offering ‘Buy in Baysie’ local business grants to support 
businesses to move online.

The latest investment in the community will draw down 
on reserves to bolster the local economy, support those 
in our community who are facing hardship and put us 
firmly on the path to recovery. 

The stimulus package will enable the City to fast track 
a number of projects, including Maylands Waterland, 
Noranda Netball Courts, Bayswater Waves, Morley Sport 
and Recreation Centre, road and footpath upgrades and 
maintenance, investment in our parks and town centre 
streetscapes, upgrades to community club facilities, and 
lighting in public spaces.

A further package aimed specifically at supporting 
business investment and growth in the City will be 
developed and considered by Council as part of its 
2020/21 Budget. 

The City has also reduced or waived planning 
application fees to further support local business  
and encourage development during COVID-19.  
These include everything from home business or 
food truck permits, to swimming pool inspection 
fees and development applications.

By investing in much loved community assets, 
infrastructure, local clubs and businesses, the  
City of Bayswater stimulus package will help the  
City move through this crisis and come out the  
other side even stronger.
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Local stimulus snapshot

City projects - $200,000 

The upgrade of City facilities ready for the community 
to use once restrictions are lifted. This includes painting, 
replacing carpets and air conditioners. 

Energy efficiency projects - $150,000

Installation of renewable energy such as LEDS and solar 
panels in community facilities. 

Package to stimulate business investment 
and growth

To be developed for consideration by Council as part of 
the 2020/21 Budget.

Total budget $5.09 million

Major projects - $3.15 million

•  $600,000 towards the detailed design for the 
redevelopment of Morley Sport and Recreation Centre

•  $200,000 for detailed design work for the Maylands 
Waterland upgrade

•  $850,000 to supplement existing funds for the 
surface replacement of the Noranda Netball courts

•  $1,500,000 for Bayswater Waves. 

Community capital grants projects  
- $286,762 

The City will immediately move forward with 20 projects 
requested by community clubs and groups, with the 
City to cover the previously required co-contribution. 
These projects include the refurbishment of change 
room facilities at Lightning Park Recreation Centre and 
the installation of a shaded grandstand at the Bayswater 
Tennis Club.

 Infrastructure projects - $1.3 million

•  $400,000 for new footpaths and maintenance of 
existing paths

•  $200,000 for road resurfacing

•  $400,000 for improvements to our parks

•  $200,000 in town centre streetscape improvements

•  $100,000 for additional and replacement lighting in 
public spaces.

Planning fees waived or reduced
•  Home business application and renewal fees - 

waived

•  Food truck permit fee - waived

•  Change of use fee for businesses - waived 

•  Swimming pool inspection fee - waived

•  Administration fees for building plan and 
development approval searches - waived

•  Development application fee - reduced by 50%

•  Design Review Panel fee - reduced by 50%

•  Permit to store building materials on a verge - 
reduced by 50%.

$850,000 for the  
Noranda Netball courts

$200,000 for the Maylands 
Waterland upgrade

$1,500,000 for 
Bayswater Waves
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Our thriving local business community was put under 
threat as the effects of the coronavirus changed the 
way we live, socialise and shop. 

Many people in the City of Bayswater run small 
businesses or are sole traders; and these are the 
businesses and faces that give our town centres 
character — they are why we spend time in the heart of 
the inner east. 

We needed to step up as a Council and as a community 
to support them, and with the Buy in Baysie directory 
and grants, we have done just that.

Buy in Baysie is an online directory of City of Bayswater 
businesses who have adapted to serve you in new ways. 
You can order your favourite meal and have it delivered 
to your door; join an online yoga class; or send a gift to 
someone you care about. This is a great way to make 
sure our local businesses are there for us long after 
this crisis ends, so a big thank you to everyone who has 
supported our local businesses. Make sure you continue 
to #buyinbaysie.

The City’s Buy in Baysie grants were designed to help 
business owners cover some of the costs of moving their 
services online. Local businesses have had to develop 
innovative ways to comply with restrictions due to 
COVID-19, and through these grants, the City has been 
there to help them with everything from purchasing 
equipment so they can stream online classes, to setting 
up a delivery services, or a Shopify or Squarespace store.

The recent easing of restrictions has seen many of our 
local businesses re-open, albeit with social distancing 
requirements and patron limits. To help with this 
transition, the City has been working with businesses to 
make things as easy as possible; and local restaurants 
will be now able to expand their dining areas by placing 
tables outside and retailers can put display tables 
outside without a permit.

Buy in Baysie and help keep 
our community unique

Georgie from Smoult’s Larder in Maylands Matt from King Somm in Bayswater

Free immunisation clinics
Did you know the City offers free immunisation clinics for babies from  
6 weeks old, catch-up immunisations for older children and can also 
provide certain vaccines for adults? 

The clinics are held each Monday and every second Wednesday; and the 
clinics are open from 1pm to 2.15pm. The vaccines are administered by a doctor 
with the assistance of a registered nurse, and there is no need to make an 
appointment. For further information, please visit the City’s website to view the 
immunisation timetable, or call the City’s Immunisation Officer on 9270 4121.
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Redeploying staff was a major part of the City’s 
first response to the COVID-19 crisis and is an  
on-going initiative as we continue to serve 
the needs of our community and protect the 
livelihoods of our workforce.

The forced closure of City facilities, including our recreation 
centres and libraries, left a number of valued casual staff 
unable to do their jobs. However, by calling on these staff 
to assist with the City’s COVID-19 community support 
response and to help other areas of the organisation facing 
increased pressure, we have been able to keep them as part 
of the Bayswater community.

Some have filled roles in our newly established Community 
Care team, who regularly contact elderly and vulnerable 
members of the Bayswater community; others are working 
as part of the City’s Library Outreach Program to deliver 
books to members homes; and some are helping our Parks 
and Gardens team maintain parks, streetscapes and green 
spaces throughout the City. Projects including mulching, 
revegetation and painting have been fast tracked thanks to 
the extra help and are making our outdoor areas even more 
beautiful and welcoming.

Thank you to everyone in the community who has called or 
written to us to thank staff for what they are doing during 
this time. Our goal is to make a positive difference to your 
day and keep our community spirit and connection strong; 
and it’s wonderful when you let us know that we have.

Redeployed staff making a difference

Town centres spruced up 
The newly formed Town Centre Blitz team, 
which includes redeployed City staff, have 
carried out extra cleaning and maintenance 
work to make our town centres even more 
appealing to the community. Works include 
pressure-cleaning paths, tidying gardens 
and nature strips, planting new greenery 
and upgrading planter boxes. This means 
that when restrictions begin to lift, local 
businesses will get a much needed boost.
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Bayswater
City of

Library Service

While some restrictions are now easing, 
you can still make the most of our  
online services.

Storytime 
Tune in with your little ones aged 2 - 5 and enjoy 
stories, songs and rhymes presented by the City’s 
library staff. 

Storytime takes place every Saturday morning at  
10am, on the City of Bayswater Facebook page 
facebook.com/bayswatercity.

Rhymetime
Tune in with your little ones aged 0 - 2 and enjoy 
rhymes presented by Francine from the City’s 
libraries.  

Storytime takes place every Wednesday morning at 
9.45am, on the City of Bayswater Facebook page  
facebook.com/bayswatercity.

eLearning
We’ve been working with IT experts from  
Magoo IT to bring eLearning online. 

Visit bayswater.wa.gov.au/libraries to watch a 
range of free videos, aimed at helping you  
use your computer, smart phone or tablets.  
All sessions are aimed at beginners.

Online services
Library members can access free movies and 
documentaries, audio and e-books, e-magazines 
and at home education and entertainment for kids 
– all at bayswater.wa.gov.au.

You’ll need your library membership 4-digit  
code to sign in. To find out more visit  
bayswater.wa.gov.au or call us on 9272 0980.

Libraries go online

Forgotten your pin?
If you’re already a library member, but you’ve 
forgotten your 4-digit pin code, give us a call 
on 9272 0980 and we can help you recover it.

Become a library member 
We’ve made it easy to become a library 
member online or over the phone. To sign up 
visit bayswater.wa.gov.au/libraries or call us on 
9272 0980.

Borrowed an item? 
If you’ve got an item on loan, there’s no need 
to return it yet. We’ve extended all loans until 
8 June, and will provide an update on our 
website if any further changes come into 
place. If you would like to return your borrowed 
items, you can now do so at the Morley Library 
returns chute. 
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To plant a garden is to 
believe in tomorrow
Time outside in the fresh air and sunshine can soothe the body and mind, and 
the benefits of gardening (or even just spending time in a garden) have been 
well documented. Simply being around plants can lower stress levels, improve 
concentration and speed recovery — there is also no better time to be outside 
with our hands in the soil than autumn and early winter.

With all these benefits literally at our fingertips, and the fact Bayswater is renown as the Garden 
City, why not use this extra time at home as an opportunity to make your garden bloom?

We are keen to support our local gardeners and celebrate the benefits beautiful gardens generate 
for the whole community, so check out the ways we are helping our locals make the most of their 
green thumbs.

Gardening at Home program
Join our free, live online gardening workshops hosted by Chris Ferreira from the Forever Project.  
Visit the City’s Facebook page to register.

Gardening at home 
21 May 6.30pm - 7.30pm

• Soil improvement, mulching and compost, native plant selection, 
Waterwise irrigation.

• Transforming lifeless sands into productive soils.

• Design strategies to create beautiful, drought resilient verge 
gardens.

Sustainable Homes 
4 June 6.30pm - 7.30pm

• 5 key strategies for slashing power bills and making your home more 
comfortable.

• Principles of making your garden the biggest room of your home.

• An introduction to vegetable gardens, wonderful winter vegetables, 
and the secrets of organically produced food.

Green kids 
30 May 10am - 11am

• Getting the kids inspired for planting.

• Magic of getting your kids outdoors, links between your child’s 
health and development and access to meaningful green spaces.

• Design principles of a wonderful Nature Play Garden.
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Our annual Garden Awards are sure to attract more gardeners 
than ever; so pull your gloves on, find your secateurs and get 
your garden ready! 

Entries are now open and close Friday 26 June 2020.

Enter online at bayswater.wa.gov.au/gardenawards or email 
a photo of your garden and the category you are entering to 
garden.awards@bayswater.wa.gov.au.

There are seven categories to choose from:

Waterwise Verge Incentive
The City and Water Corporation have 
teamed up to create a waterwise 
greening program where you can apply 
for up to $250 to create a waterwise 
verge garden. This initiative is proudly 
co-funded by Water Corporation’s 
‘Waterwise Greening Scheme’ and forms 
part of our ambition for the City of 
Bayswater to be a leading waterwise and 
climate change resilient community. 

More information, eligibility criteria and 
the application form can be found on 
the City’s website, bayswater.wa.gov.au/
home-and-property/yardand-garden/
your-verge.

Open garden category
Winner: $300

Runner-up: $100

Best edible garden
Winner: $300

Runner-up: $100

Most sustainable 
street

Winner: Honorary  
street sign

Best sustainable 
garden

Winner: $300
Runner-up: $100

Best school garden
Winner: Garden  
themed hamper

Best verge garden
Winner: $300

Runner-up: $100

Best garden by 
a person under 12

Winner: Garden  
themed hamper
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Springtime Cascade  
(Acacia saligna) 
This is a fast growing Australian 
native ground cover, perfect 
for cascading over walls and for 
covering large areas. It grows to 
30-40cm high and up to three 
metres wide. It has green foliage 
with beautiful golden yellow flower 
clusters. It is drought and frost 
tolerant and prefers free draining 
soil in a full to part sun position.

Photograph by Anna Anichkova / CC BY-SA  
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)

Purple Flag  
(Patersonia occidentalis)
A perennial, strappy plant that 
is endemic to Western Australia. 
It grows from an underground 
rhizome, making it a hardy and easy 
care plant. It flowers from spring 
through to summer with purple-
blue blooms that last one day, but 
are replaced the following day with 
another flower. The Noongar name 
for this plant is komma.

Photograph by Cgoodwin / CC BY-SA  
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)

Grevillea crithmifolia 
A dense, low shrub with a white 
floral display in winter and spring. 
The scented flowers produce 
nectar which is great for birds, 
butterflies and other insects. It is 
low maintenance, but will benefit 
from a light trim after it finishes 
flowering in spring. 

Photograph by Gnangarra...commons.wikimedia.
org / CC BY 2.5 AU (https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/2.5/au/deed.en)

 

Purple Coral Pea  
(Hardenbergia comptoniana)
This is a hardy climber that will give 
you a beautiful floral display. It likes 
a sunny or semi shaded position 
and will climb over other plants to 
provide great habitat for native 
birds. Try planting this climber with 
an Acacia for a great yellow and 
purple splash of colour in winter.

Photograph by Gnangarra...commons.wikimedia.
org / CC BY 2.5 AU (https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/2.5/au/deed.en) 

Red and Green Kangaroo Paw  
(Anigozanthos manglesii)
The Kangaroo paw is the floral 
emblem of Western Australia and 
is found on our coat of arms - what 
better way to show you are a proud 
West Aussie? They have strappy 
green leaves, and red and green 
flowers that appear at the end of 
long stalks between August and 
November. They are important food 
sources for local nectarous birds, 
like the brown and new Holland 
honey eater.

Photograph by Gnangarra...commons.wikimedia.
org / CC BY 2.5 AU (https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/2.5/au/deed.en)

Not sure what to plant?
Try some native plants to bring 
your garden to life

Our gardens face long, hot, dry 
summers — often with water 
restrictions; but you can have a 
native garden that looks amazing 
year round, despite the challenges 
of our climate.

Native plants tend to be drought 
resistant, low maintenance, and 
provide food and shelter for native 
animals, butterflies, insects and 
birds. 

There are many varieties to choose 
from, but here are some of our 
favourites.
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Extending a helping hand 
with our Community Care 
team 

Do you need some support?

Think Mental Health
Web: thinkmentalhealthwa.com.au

Beyond Blue - Coronavirus Mental 
Wellbeing Support Service
Phone: 1800 512 348 
Web: coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au

Lifeline 
Phone: 13 11 14  
Web: lifeline.org.au

Black dog institute 
Web: blackdoginstitute.org.au

It’s perfectly normal to feel overwhelmed right now, but you are 
not alone. If you need someone to talk to, please reach out.

COVID-19 has many of us glued to the news, 
concerned for loved ones, and adapting our 
lives to deal with the changes the pandemic 
is having on our homes, schools, and work-
places. The impact on our community, as 
well as those around the world, has been 
significant; and let’s be honest, it’s been pretty 
tough for us all.

But there are some of us who are particularly vulnerable 
during this time, and that is why the City established our 
Community Care team.

This team of compassionate staff regularly call over 850 
residents who were members of our community centres 
as part of our Program for Older Adults; as well as those 
who are at risk of being isolated during the suspension 
of social gatherings and activities.

These calls have been an opportunity to stay connected 
with people in our community, check on their wellbeing 
and connect them with support and assistance if they 
need it. Most importantly, it allows people to talk with 
someone for as long as they want to chat, at a time when 
it is very easy to feel detached and lonely.

If you are concerned about the wellbeing of an elderly 
neighbour or friend, please call our Coordinator Active 
Ageing on 9270 4107 so our Community Care team can 
get in touch with them.
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Even though we are spending more time at home, the Bayswater community has pulled 
together to support one another. We aren’t able to physically connect right now, but 
from standing united with our nation during the Driveway Dawn Service, to chalk art and 
teddy bears to make people smile, our community is reaching out, staying connected and 
keeping the true spirit of community alive.

Out and about in Baysie
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Even though restrictions are starting to ease, some 
of us are still working from home and with less social 
activities to keep us busy, it can be tempting to retreat 
to the couch and settle in for the long haul - but don’t 
succumb to the urge! It is important for us all to stay 
active and taking a walk in one of our City’s parks or 
reserves is the perfect way to unwind, get some fresh 
air and keep moving.

• Robert Thompson Reserve in Noranda has a great 
path network and lots of room.

• Claughton Reserve in Bayswater is perfect if you are 
looking for lots of space and trees. It doesn’t have 
pathways, but if you are happy to walk on the grass, 
this is a beautiful place to spend some time.

• Mills Avenue Park is central to Bayswater town centre 
and has a big grassed area to walk around.

• Bert Wright Park behind the Bayswater library is ideal 
if you are looking for somewhere to take a shorter walk 
or run, and is surrounded by a number of large, shady 
trees.

• There is also a path network that runs past the 
Maylands golf course, Maylands foreshore, Clarkson 
Reserve, and Tranby reserve. With a shared bike and 
pedestrian pathway, this is the perfect trek for a long 
walk through a particularly scenic part of the City.

Hit your stride in one of our parks

Workout at home with  
Bayswater Recreation
While restrictions at Bayswater Waves and The RISE have 
been essential to protect our staff and community during the 
coronavirus crisis - this doesn’t mean you have to give up your 
fitness goals. 

Staying active is more important than ever as we try to look after 
both our physical and mental health during this difficult time. 
So while some facilities are now open, our recreation staff have 
also been busy putting together a series of workout videos with 
downloadable workout plans, designed to be completed at home. 

To start working out, visit bayswater.wa.gov.au/fitness.
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Link-up Baysie and 
stay connected
While everyone is doing really well 
physically distancing ourselves, it’s 
important to stay connected in other 
ways with our friends, family and 
community. Some of us find this easy 
enough to do, but others might need a 
bit of a helping hand.

That’s why we’ve launched Link-up Baysie, 
an online space for you to share stories 
about how you’re going, ideas for how to stay 
socially connected, and opportunities to share 
challenges and solutions.

On Hamilton Street in Bayswater, neighbours  
are catching up from a distance by having  
dinner in their front gardens. How are you 
staying connected? Join the conversation at  
engage.bayswater.wa.gov.au/link-up-baysie.

The City is partnering with St Vincent 
de Paul in Morley to provide hampers 
for those in need. 

 
 

A number of the City’s casual staff are being 
redeployed to the St Vincent de Paul Morley 
store, which has been temporarily transformed 
into storage for non-perishable items. They will 
prepare and deliver hampers to people within 
the City of Bayswater in need of a helping hand.

Spotlight on...

St Vincent de Paul
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Community groups are an intrinsic part of our City and 
we place great value on the contribution they make to 
the lives of locals. Our groups, clubs and community 
organisations help people engage with each other and 
foster a sense of purpose and connection.

The restrictions put in place to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus have had a significant impact on our 
community groups, with many local sporting clubs 
having to reimburse fees paid for cancelled seasons, as 
well as having a limited ability to fundraise during this 
time.

We want to see them all back up and running once 
this crisis is over, so the City has waived rent for a six 
month period for 70 community groups who lease City 
buildings to help them stay afloat.

The City will also move forward with 20 projects 
requested by community clubs and groups, with the 
City to cover the previously required co-contribution. 
These projects include the refurbishment of change 
room facilities at Lightning Park Recreation Centre, and 
the installation of a shaded grandstand at the Bayswater 
Tennis Club.

Remember that even though you can’t physically attend 
your club right now, you are still part of your club’s 
community; so keep in touch with your club mates and 
lean on each other if you need to.

FOGO

FOGO Update
The City’s Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) waste system will be 
delayed during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The City had planned to move to FOGO in July 2020, following a 
comprehensive public education program including information sessions, 
events, workshops and other face-to-face activities. However, the 
challenges and changes that have been made as a result of the coronavirus 
means we won’t be able to do this effectively right now.

While some education can take place online, it is important everyone in our 
community has the opportunity to learn how the new bin system will work 
so we can effectively reduce the amount of waste going to landfill.

The City of Bayswater is an environmentally conscious region and we know 
the transition to FOGO is important. As a community, we want to reduce our 
impact on the environment and work towards being a sustainable City by 
doing all we can to reduce the effects of climate change.

Rest assured, this has not changed. Council is still committed to FOGO and 
will consider a new start date by the end of July. We will keep you posted!

Help for our local community clubs
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