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Bayswater Local History

Bayswater was originally inhabited by Aboriginal people who had lived
in the area for thousands of years before the Swan River Colony was
established in 1829.

Upon European settlement, the Swan River became a focus and
land along the river was divided into numerous narrow strips (known
as ribbon grants), allowing many landowners to benefit from the river.
Yet, much of the area remained undeveloped until the turn of the 20th
Century as most of the land was either of very poor quality, waterlogged,
or both. Up until the 1870’s, ‘absenteeism’ was common which meant
that landowners often lived elsewhere, such as the eastern colonies or
overseas. A track along current day Guildford Road was the only obvious
evidence of colonisation in the district.

In 1881, the Perth to Guildford railway line was built, passing through
Bayswater. As with many areas along the railway line, Bayswater
underwent significant change. A minor property boom occurred and
subdivision of the original land grants began. The first area to be
developed was Bayswater Estate, located between Drake and Lawrence
Streets.

Land speculation increased when gold was discovered in the eastern
parts of the colony. The gold rushes attracted thousands of people from
the eastern colonies and overseas, many of whom eventually settled in
the Bayswater area.

Yet at the turn of the century, much of Bayswater remained semi-rural.
Many land buyers purchased a number of adjacent lots for gardening
and farming and homes were spread out over the area.

The opening of the Midland Railway Workshops, further along the Perth
to Midland railway, fuelled much greater suburban growth in Bayswater
between 1904 and 1914. The area attracted a number of workers to
Western Australia and in particular, high proportions of people from the
eastern states and Britain. The surge of activity led to the establishment
of many more permanent and substantial structures across the locality
including a number of commercial properties along King William
Street (Bayswater Town Centre). While many buildings over time have
redeveloped, a number of buildings from this era remain today as
featured in this brochure.

Reference: “Changes They’ve Seen - The City and People of
Bayswater 1827-1997” by Catherine May
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Other Local Heritage Places

Ellis House and Halliday House are two places in Bayswater
which also hold significant heritage value. These places are
located a short distance from the other sites featured in this
brochure.

Ellis House
Construction on Ellis House first began in 1912, and the
weatherboard building originally served the area as a local dairy
owned by the Ellis family who were British migrants of 1911.
Today there are few traces of the local dairy industry which
was a major activity in the Bayswater area, making this an old
homestead of great historic value. ST

In 1995, the City of Bayswater pa
restored the property which today is
open to the public as a community
art centre and gallery. Further
information on Ellis House is
available online at
www.ellishouse.net.

Halliday House
Halliday House (or ‘Leighton

House’ as it was originally
named) was built by the Halliday
family in the 1890's during
Bayswater's pioneering phase.

‘Leighton House’ was a substantial development in Federation Queen
Anne style , reflecting the family’s resources and faith in Bayswater’s
future. The house also served as meeting place for the small local
Baptist congregation. In recent years, the house has been restored and
was transferred to the Bayswater Historical Society who maintain the
house as a museum and headquarters of the historical society.

Disclaimer

Any representation, statement, opinion or advice expressed or implied in this publication is made in good
faith and on the basis that the City of Bayswater, its employees and agents are not liable for any damage or
loss whatsoever which may occur as a result of action taken or not taken, as the case may be, in respect of
any representation, statement, opinion or advice referred to herein. Professional advice should be obtained
before applying the information contained in this document to particular circumstances.

Bayswater Town
Centre Heritage Trail




Bayswater Town Centre Heritage Tralil
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10. Bayswater Post Office
14 King William Street

The Bayswater Post Office
site was originally built around
1895. The part of the building
with the large chimney and
pyramid shaped corrugated i

iron roof was the first part 13 Bayswater Prlmary
of the building constructed.

Over time, various additions 0 SChOOI

in differing styles, but in the 17 Murray Street

same basic materials, have been built. Bayswater Primary School was founded in 1894 and was
cempaigned for by William Leonard Smeed and Frederick Stone.
Ac the area’s population grew, so did overcrowding at the school
and campaigning from teachers and parents resulted in the
deemed inadequate. A maior uarade followed in 1935 but post- construction of new classrooms and buildings in 1900, 1906, 1910

quate. Jorupg P and 1914. A parenis and citizens association was later established

war population growth later saw the facility become obsolete. : " e ) ; :
Today the building is home to Bayswater Community Bank. Ia:]nt('] gt;sgt;%qsfor additional facilities including a hall which was built
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The original building was the Receiving Office, with Mrs Smeed
as the first Post Mistress. In 1898 the facility was upgraded to
a Post and Telegraph office. Yet by the 1920's the facility was

The oldest buildings onsite
tocay include two brick reoms
bult in 1900. The original
wnoden school room wes
destroyed by fire in 1957.

15. 12 Murray Street 17. Row of Shops

== This house was built by Bob 89 Whatley Crescet
1% arshall Sr in 1924 who was This site was built after the
a well known local identity. It Second World War and
s a good example of a solid, was home to the first bank
illa style residence which was in Bayswater.
ommonly built in the district in
he 1920s.




