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Agenda Briefing Forum – 16 June 2026 

Deputations will be heard at the Agenda Briefing Forum at 7pm, Tuesday 16 June 2026.   
 
The items will then be considered by Council at its Ordinary Council Meeting, scheduled for 7pm, 
Tuesday 23 June 2026.   
 
The procedure for making a deputation is available on the City’s website: 
Petitions and Deputations - City of Bayswater  
 
Deputations may be made in person or in writing.   
 
In-person deputations  

The following people have registered to make in-person deputations: 

Deputee Name(s) and Suburb In Support / Not in Support of the  
Officer’s Recommendation or Councillor 
Motion 

10.3.7 Hillcrest Reserve Basketball Court Petition 

Aaron Turner 
Bayswater 

In support. 

10.5.1.2.5 Policy Review: Community Facility Lease and License/User Agreement 

Breanne Rasmussen 
Maylands 

Not in support. 

Victoria Savage 
Bayswater 

Neither in support nor against.  
Has provided deputation notes as detailed below. 

Sandy McKiernan  
Dianella 

In support.  
Has provided deputation notes as detailed below. 

10.5.1.3.4 New Local Planning Policy: Short-Term Rental Accommodation 

Tamina Stokes  
Morley 

Not in support. 
Has provided deputation notes as detailed below. 

11.1 Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Breanne Rasmussen 
Maylands 

In support.  

Catherine Lade 
Bayswater 

In support.  
Has provided deputation notes as detailed below.  

Ellen Aunins 
Bayswater 

In support.  

14.1.1 Property Matter – Bayswater  

Ryan Taylor 
Bayswater  

In support. 
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Written deputations  

The following deputations have been received in writing and are attached: 

Deputee Name(s) and Suburb  In Support / Not in Support of the  
Officer’s Recommendation or Councillor 
Motion 

10.3.1 Maylands Lakes Landscape and Water Quality Plan 

Wendy Garstone  
Maylands 

Neither in support nor against.  

10.3.6 Riverside Gardens Urban Forest Project Update 

Wendy Garstone 
Maylands 

Neither in support nor against. 

10.5.1.3.4 New Local Planning Policy: Short-Term Rental Accommodation 

Mathew Stokes 
Morley  

Not in support. 

11.1 Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Luna Yadan 
Beechboro  

In support. 

Emma Ricciardi 
Noranda  

In support. 

Kyra Shaw 
Bayswater  

In support. 

Kelly Woldenden 
Belmont  

In support. 

India Thornton 
Bayswater  

In support.  

Marnie McIlrath 
Menora  

In support. 

Ged Barnard 
Bayswater  

In support. 

Jessica Sutherland 
Morley  

In support. 

Mim Hawgood 
Bayswater  

In support. 
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Item 10.3.1 Maylands Lakes Landscape and Water Quality Plan 

Wendy Garstone 

The report includes an assessment of tree canopy coverage, including many areas where tree and 
shade amenity is low. However there is no mention in the summary of any future actions to address 
this.  

I understand that this may reasonably be outside the scope of work that is the current priority. However 
I think it would benefit everyone if the Summary includes a note something like 'improved canopy 
coverage is outside the current scope of works and will be considered by the Parks and Gardens team 
within future tree planting projects'. 

 

Item 10.3.6 Riverside Gardens Urban Forest Project Update 

Wendy Garstone 

In light of the street tree pruning works seen recently by Western Power, I wonder if the funding 
proposed to be used at Riverside Gardens East could be better used if it was allocated to street tree 
maintenance. 
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Item 10.5.1.2.5 Policy Review: Community Facility Lease and License/User Agreement 

Victoria Savage 

Thank you, Mayor and Councillors, for the opportunity to speak to Item 10.5.1.2.5. 

My name is Victoria Savage, and I am the President of the Bayswater Toy Library, a Category 1A 
community organisation leasing a City property at McKenzie Reserve in Embleton. 

The Bayswater Toy Library is a fully volunteer-run, low-cost, not-for-profit service that supports families 
across the City of Bayswater. Any decision affecting our lease conditions or operating expenses has 
a direct impact on our ability to continue delivering this service. 

One of our greatest strengths is the diversity of the families we support. Some of our members are 
concession-card holders, and many come from CALD backgrounds. We also support families with 
children with disabilities and additional support needs, who rely on access to specialised toys, sensory 
equipment, and developmental resources. 

Every reduction in our operating costs goes straight back into improving our catalogue and services. 
This includes expanding our range of educational toys, adding sensory play equipment, replacing worn 
items to maintain safety, and keeping membership fees affordable so that cost is never a barrier to 
participation. 

Our volunteers also contribute directly to the improvement of City assets. Recently, our committee 
secured grant funding and invested over $22,000 in landscaping and revitalisation of the outdoor 
space at our leased facility. This work enhanced the amenity of the reserve, activated a community 
space, and improved a City property at no cost to the ratepayer. It is a clear example of how supporting 
organisations like ours creates a multiplier effect for the community. 

I would also like to highlight how strongly our work aligns with the City of Bayswater’s strategic 
objectives: 

We promote community wellbeing and inclusion, supporting concession-card families, CALD 
communities, and children with disabilities — directly contributing to the City’s community wellbeing 
goals. 

We support early childhood development and lifelong learning by providing access to high-quality 
educational resources, aligning with the City’s commitment to lifelong learning. 

Our sharing model reduces waste and encourages sustainable behaviours, supporting the City’s 
environmental sustainability objectives. 

Through our landscaping project, we have helped create vibrant, activated community spaces. 

And as a volunteer-run organisation, we exemplify the City’s goal of fostering strong community 
partnerships that deliver high value at minimal cost. 

The Toy Library delivers significant community benefit for a very small financial footprint. Supporting 
Category 1A organisations like ours is not simply an administrative decision — it is an investment in 
the wellbeing, inclusion, sustainability, and connectedness of families across the City of Bayswater. 

I respectfully ask Council to consider these impacts when making decisions under Item 10.5.1.2.5, 
and to continue supporting the vital role we play in the community. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Item 10.5.1.2.5 Policy Review: Community Facility Lease and License/User Agreement 

Sandy McKiernan 

As Treasurer of the Bayswater Women’s Hub I represented my organisation to support the proposed 
changes and commend the Council for continuing to support small organisations like ours to reduce 
administrative burden and financial impacts.  

As a member-based organisation reductions in costs allow us to put our small funds into improving 
the programs and service to some of the City’s most vulnerable and isolated women. With a 
reinvigorated board, we are committed to see the BWH thrive and connect our members purposefully. 
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Item 10.5.1.3.4 New Local Planning Policy: Short-Term Rental Accommodation 

Mathew Stokes 
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Item 10.5.1.3.4 New Local Planning Policy: Short-Term Rental Accommodation 

Tamina Stokes 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Luna Yadan 

I am a mother of four children under five years. The Bayswater Playgroup plays such a vital part for 
both myself and the kids. The older kids, who yet to attend kindy, get to interact with other children 
their age in a safe and engaging environment. They absolutely love playgroup. At the same time I 
enjoy the opportunity to speak with other grown-ups, which is so important for full time mums who 
spend so much time carrying for little humans. And I have a mini village there that helps with my baby, 
whether it's holding him or entertaining him. 

 

Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Emma Ricciardi 

Bayswater playgroup is important to me and my two children as an affordable playgroup for 
socialisation prior to school as my children do not attend daycare. It is also important for my own 
maternal wellbeing and a positive impact on my mental health socialising with other parents. 

 

Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Kyra Shaw 

The Bayswater playgroup is an incredibly valuable community program. It provides an opportunity for 
young children to socialise and learn to play with others, while also providing an opportunity for stay-
at-home parents to meet and support other parents in their local area.  

Since starting playgroup with my daughter, she has become much more independent and confident. 
With cost of living pressures playgroup provides a very affordable option for us, where most other 
options are unaffordable. 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Catherine Lade 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Kelly Woldenden 

I support the motion requesting support for finance to help with utility bills for the Bayswater Playgroup. 
My son and I attend every week which has greatly helped both his social skills and my mental 
wellbeing.  

As a stay at home mum it gives me a chance to talk with other mums and my child to learn and develop 
through play and interaction with other children.  

We would be very sad if they Playgroup had to close down due to Costs associated with utilities and 
hope this motion can provide some deserved funding for such a family friendly and child positive place. 

 

Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

India Thornton 

I joined Bayswater Playgroup 2 years ago, when we moved back to Perth after many years away. My 
children knew very few people in the area so I wanted to give them (and me!) an opportunity to socialise 
and make some new friends.  

It was wonderful for my eldest child, who struggled a little with more structured activities and liked that 
I could stay with her. She is now at school and I attend with my youngest, who is 3. He absolutely 
loves going to playgroup every week.  

It is also fantastic for me, as I get a much needed opportunity to chat and connect with other parents. 
Around a year ago, I took on the position of Enrolments Officer at Bayswater Playgroup. I am the first 
point of contact for most people that are looking to join our playgroup. Our enrolments are steadily 
growing this year and I can really see the need for and interest in community playgroups like ours.  

The cost of children's activities is becoming prohibitive for many (sometimes $25+ per session), 
whereas our members pay less than the cost of a coffee per week. We also stay open during the 
school holidays, which can be a bit of a lifeline for families.  

Playgroups are really important as they offer an alternative to more structured activities, which not all 
children enjoy/are ready for. Anyone who has attended Bayswater Playgroup can attest to our friendly, 
non-judgemental atmosphere. We are all parents and we all get it!  

My position on the committee has also allowed me to see the impact of the new utilities costs on our 
viability as a community organisation and the extra workload it has created for the committee. We 
have had to cut back on services like gardening and cleaning, meaning we need to take on these 
responsibilities ourselves. While fundraising is helpful as a stop-gap or in the short-term, it is not 
sustainable for us as a small committee group of busy, working parents.  

The waiving of electricity costs for the next year and the potential installation of solar panels would 
allow us some significant breathing room and help us to ensure our much-loved playgroup can 
continue to operate.  

We greatly appreciate you hearing this motion and are I am hopeful, both as a parent and a committee 
member, that you can assist us. 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Marnie McIlrath 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Ged Barnard 

I am a proud resident of Bayswater and an even more proud member and treasurer of Bayswater 
Playgroup. Bayswater Playgroup has existed for 47 years and has seen countless families find support 
and community.  

I have personally both experienced and witnessed the benefits that the playgroup is able to bring to 
people. It saddens me that we need to ask for support but circumstances outside our control as well 
as decisions made by the City of Bayswater, however well intentioned, have presented an existential 
threat to the playgroup.  

Our previous committee all aged out and left at the end of 2025 and prior to this they had had very 
limited capacity to contribute to the playgroup. We now have an all new committee who are each 
dedicated to revitalising the organisation so it can continue to be the place of comfort and security it 
has grown to be over its many years.  

Simultaneously the City of Bayswater made changes to policy that charged water and electricity utility 
fees that were previously generously absorbed. The amount of this increase represented more than 
our total annual membership fees and did not provide any warning or lead in time.  

We are dedicated to providing an affordable and accessible option for parents who are already under 
significant financial and emotional pressures. We can't raise our membership prices as a further impact 
on family budgets would threaten our member's support networks. We are gradually increasing our 
overall membership numbers but that takes time and effort.  

We have taken strides to ensure our sustainability. Our previous committee had made financial 
commitments for cleaning and gardening that we have now replaced with entirely voluntary labour 
(members unanimously refused to accept any payment for carrying out the work). This admirable 
volunteer work represents a 68% reduction in our annual expenses. Without the new utility costs, this 
would balance our annual income and expenses entirely.  

We have also started to explore fund-raising opportunities. Fund-raising has previously been a central 
pillar of Bayswater Playgroup but over the last few years it had fallen by the wayside and takes time 
to restart and gain experience in. T 

he overall financial times also present the difficulty of needing to ask people for contributions when 
they are already under financial pressure from all sides. The already significant increase in volunteer 
labour for the playgroup also combines with needs of fund-raising to cause the issue of sustainability 
of our member's time and the risk of burn-out.  

Bayswater Playgroup has contributed to the City of Bayswater in innumerable ways for almost half a 
century, to see it under threat for the small amount of support that it requires to continue to be the 
place of safety and community it has grown to be is difficult to grapple with.  

We are not asking for the world, we are just trying our best to make Bayswater be a better place in it. 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Jessica Sutherland 

The Bayswater playgroup has been a fantastic place to take my toddler. It’s a supportive group of local 
parents and grandparents who provide a welcoming, safe place for both my child and myself. As a first 
time mum, it’s been a great support for my mental health to regularly connect with other parents going 
through similar experiences and it’s been fabulous to see my daughter come out of her shell being 
around more kids.  

The venue is huge, with both inside and outside spaces, which is unusual for a playspace for kids, 
usually being one or the other. This allows it to be used whatever the weather and my daughter happily 
runs between the two spaces based on her interests. This has allowed me to understand her play 
interests to better support her development without having to buy all the toys at home, supportive a 
sustainable lifestyle. As a stay at home mum in a single income household, playgroup is an affordable 
way to support my daughter and myself during these vital early years before she starts school.  

 

Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Mim Hawgood 

I am a resident of Bayswater. As a first time mother, Bayswater Playgroup was invaluable to me, giving 
me a feeling of support and reduction in social isolation that I hadn't been able to find elsewhere. This 
went doubly for my second child. Bayswater Playgroup is a wonderful place and all the members are 
working hard to make it even better. Please don't allow it to be closed down due to a lack of support, 
it would be a huge loss to Bayswater. 
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Item 11.1 – Cr Cale Black – Waiving of Fees for Electricity Charges – Bayswater Playgroup 

Ellen Aunins 

I wish to share how important Bayswater Playgroup has been to me on my journey through the early 
years of becoming a mother and how integral it has been to my confidence and also my post natal 
mental health.  

I am almost 5 years into my parenting journey with 3 under 4 years and it is now my roll to pass on 
this confidence and support to other Mothers starting their journey through playgroup. The unique 
structure of Bayswater playgroup and our generous facilities is crucial for fostering this community and 
support for young mothers.  

It is not term based and long term relationships can grow based around shared experiences and 
postcode facilitating community. My first child did not sleep nor did I want to sleep train him. He woke 
every 40 minutes for 3 months of his life between the hours of midnight and 4am. By the end of his 
first year I had started lying to health professionals about his sleep and I was starting to feel at fault 
for his sleep but I knew listening to him cry would leave me in further tatters. Playgroup healed this for 
me. 

 I met parents who had similar experiences and learnt other ways to manage these early messy chaotic 
years. There is not much for parents of young children beyond mothers groups in the first year and if 
that doesn’t take off it’s not until school years that shared community relationship grow. Playgroup fills 
this space. Someone there will hold your baby while you go to the toilet because they know that’s the 
support you need. Our playgroup is a safe space for the kids that can’t sit still and can’t do an organised 
activity which is actually a lot of children. During the toddler years with my first if we went to a cafe he 
would go into the kitchen to try and get to the dishwasher, if I told him no he would kick and scream. 
Playgroup is a space for those kids and where their frazzled parent’s central nervous system can 
breathe.  

When I started 4 years ago our playgroup was very much a space for these kids and we had so many 
members the group was actually full. Every 3 to 4 years the groups get smaller with kids starting school 
and then it grows again, the scrutiny on our building and lease has come unfortunately at a lull in 
members but already since the start of the year numbers have grown significantly.  

Our playgroup is affordable to young families, it can be the basis of starting a routine which you don’t 
know you need yet with your first child, it is the space for the transfer of shared knowledge and it is 
the very definition and foundation of community for parents of young children. We cannot continue 
without financial assistance, our committee is already at capacity, we are time poor parents of young 
children.  

Playgroup was my first experience as a mother where I felt truly seen and understood and safe to 
learn and grow.  

Thank you for your time. 


