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Despite challenging economic conditions, I am confident 
my first budget as Mayor of the City of Bayswater will deliver 
on my commitment to protect core services and maintain 
our assets now and for future generations.  

The 2022/23 Budget balances the need for the City to 
take steps towards financial sustainability without unduly 
burdening ratepayers. 

Hard decisions have been made in pulling together this 
year’s budget and I stand behind them. Savings have been 
made by reducing the number of new projects, freezing 
the current number of employees and opting to no longer 
subsidise immunisations on behalf of the State Government.  

I am keen to put the City’s finances back on track but I do 
not want to unduly burden the City’s ratepayers who are 
already struggling. 

I am mindful cost of living pressures are causing financial 
distress for many as we face increases in the cost of food, 
petrol, utilities, rent and mortgages. Just like our ratepayers, 
we are faced with increases in the cost of fuel, electricity 
and water – these significantly impact our operations. 
Labour shortages, supply chain issues and price increases 
in the building and construction industry means it now 
costs more to maintain our ageing assets. 

The 2022/23 Budget is not filled with a raft of new projects. 
It funds the services our community want while maintaining 
our assets. This year we have kept the rate increase as low 
as possible at 4.95%. This is less than the national CPI of 

5.1% and the Perth CPI of 7.6%. We will put 1% of the rates 
increase aside to make the necessary future upgrades 
to our ageing assets. 

This budget puts money behind the services that are 
most needed by our community - basic services, such as 
rubbish bin and recycling collections, upgrading local roads 
and footpaths, and keeping our neighbourhoods safe with 
regular security patrols. 

This budget supports over 150 local community and 
sporting clubs by providing them with clubrooms and 
buildings to operate out of. It funds the maintenance 
of over 180 parks, ovals and open spaces including 
24 sporting ovals and two public golf courses. 

I understand there are some facilities that people of all 
ages and incomes rely on, so this year, the City will borrow 
$7.14 million to complete the upgrade of Bayswater Waves. 
With 750,000 visits each year, the facility is used by 
older residents, schools, students and caters for special 
needs groups. We need to invest in this facility now to 
ensure it remains open. This year’s budget will fund the 
reconfiguration of the Bayswater Waves foyer to improve 
accessibility and expand the group fitness area. It will 
also pay for the refurbishment of the popular wave pool. 
Borrowing the funds to complete the upgrade of Bayswater 
Waves is a more equitable way to finance the construction 
costs of the upgrade. 

This Council is keen to encourage investment in the City 
that will make it a more vibrant place to live, work and visit. 
The 2022/23 Budget will fund the rollout of the City’s 
Interim Economic Development Strategy, which will see 
a renewed focus on the attraction of new development 
and the continued support for local businesses. Actively 
pursuing investment in areas such as the Morley Activity 
Centre will increase the range of commercial activities 
and make the City more financially sustainable in the 
longer term. 

This year’s budget will ensure the City is well positioned 
to capitalise on opportunities presented by the State 
Government’s investment in major road and rail projects. 
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It also allows for the construction of underground power 
in a large portion of Maylands next year.

In this difficult economic climate, it is important we work 
hard to leverage revenue from other sources. I am proud 
that in my term as Mayor, the City has been able to secure 
over $3 million in election funding commitments from the 
Federal Government. I will continue to advocate for funding 
for projects that improve the lives of our community. 

Council is committed to working with WA Police to address 
crime and community safety. This financial year, Council will 
spend $30,000 on the development of a new City-wide 
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan. The Plan will 
include practical actions aimed at improving safety, service 
delivery and reducing crime within the community. 

Council has committed $49,000 in this budget towards 
the continued roll out of its Emissions Reduction and 
Renewable Energy Plan. As part of our commitment to 
mitigating climate change as we move towards net zero 
emissions in our operations, we have also installed solar 
panels and LED lighting across City and community 
buildings.

In these difficult times, it is important we support the 
most vulnerable in our community, so the 2022/23 
Budget includes $46,000 towards the continued roll 
out of the City’s Homelessness Strategy. 

I am confident this budget will fund the delivery of services 
the community depend on in a financially responsible 
way. I would like to acknowledge my fellow Councillors, the 
staff and leadership team at the City for their hard work in 
delivering the City’s 2022/23 Budget. 

Mayor Cr Filomena Piffaretti
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Your rates 
Our low rate in the dollar of $0.07835 and low minimum rate 
of $1,049.50 mean that in 2022/23, Bayswater ratepayers in 
residential areas will continue to enjoy one of the lowest levels 
of rating across the entire Perth metropolitan area.

This year our rates increased by 4.95%. However, this is not an 
accurate way of comparing Bayswater against other Councils 
as our consistently low rate in the dollar and low minimum rate 
ensure our residential property owners pay lower rates.

For example, an owner of an average sized property in the 
City of Bayswater will see an increase of less than $1.30 a 
week on their annual rate bill.

How your rates are calculated
Each property in the City of Bayswater is given an 
independent valuation by the Valuer General. This is called 
the Gross Rental Value (GRV) and is an estimation of what your 
property is worth if it was rented out for a year. For vacant land 
the GRV is 3% for residential and 5% for non-residential of the 
market value of the land.

The City sets a budget for the upcoming year. The total 
budget is the amount of money needed to fund the services 
the City provides and the infrastructure it maintains and 
upgrades. The budget is funded by revenue including rates 
collected, fees and charges, and government grants.

Your rates are calculated by multiplying your property 
valuation (GRV) by the rate in the dollar set by Council.

For example, the owner of an average sized property in 
the City of Bayswater would pay: 

$18,260 
x $0.07835 

(property valuation or GRV)

= $1,430.67 in rates

 (rate in the dollar) 



How your rates contribute to 
the local community 

City Administration $9.93 million

The City will continue to be managed efficiently in 
the areas of governance, finance, communications, 
information management, performance monitoring, 
people and culture, occupational health and safety, 
compliance and accountability, Council business, 
risk and rates services.

*For accounting reasons and for ease of understanding, depreciation and asset 
disposals have been removed from the figures listed above. The depreciation 
and asset disposal figures can be found in the 2022/23 Statutory Budget. 
Figures are rounded to the nearest $10,000.

Economic development $145,000

$145,000 has been allocated in this budget towards the roll out of the City’s 
Interim Economic Development Strategy that will see a renewed focus on the 
attraction of new development and the continued support for local businesses. 

Recreation $18.91 million

The City operates two recreation 
centres at Bayswater Waves in 
Embleton and The RISE in Maylands. 
This year the City will spend  
$7.14 million on the upgrade of 
Bayswater Waves. Works will include 
the refurbishment of the much 
loved wave pool, along with the 
reconfiguration of the foyer and 
entrance to improve accessibility 
and facilitate the expansion of the 
group fitness area.

Community grants $270,000

This budget provides over $270,000 in grant funding to environmental, sporting 
and community groups. This includes Community Capital grants that provide 
accessibility improvements or upgrades to community facilities; Better Bayswater 
grants that make our City a better place to live; Community Events grants that 
bring people together; and donations to charitable organisations.

Total budget

$130.06M*

Planning $4.50 million

We will continue to assess planning, subdivision and building permits. 
The City continues to develop its strategic planning framework to 
better manage growth and ensure high quality built form. This budget 
includes $150,000 for the City to partner with METRONET to fast 
track the development of the Morley Station Precinct Plan, which will 
allow for mixed use development that will add vibrancy to the area.  

Libraries $2.76 million

We provide three libraries conveniently located in 
our retail centres of Morley, Bayswater and Maylands. 

Asset management  
$7.42 million

The City continues to maintain 190 buildings for 
the community to use including the Bayswater 
and Morley Community Centres, Morley Sport 
and Recreation Centre, and its three libraries. 

Parks and open space  
$6.39 million

The City maintains over 180 parks, 
ovals and open spaces. This equates 
to 370 hectares of green space and 
includes two public golf courses and 
24 sporting ovals. This year $300,000 
will be spent on redeveloping parks at 
Birkett Street Reserve in Bedford and 
Feredy Reserve in Embleton. The City 
also maintains a raft of picnic areas 
complete with BBQ facilities and 
gazebos. In October, water play 
elements will be turned on at the 
revamped Maylands Waterland.

Sporting facilities  
$10.34 million

The City supports over 150 local 
community and sporting clubs by 
providing club rooms and facilities.  
This year the City will partner with 
the Morley Sporting Club and the 
State Government to upgrade the 
floodlights at RA Cook Reserve. 

Rangers and emergency 
management $2.01 million

The City will continue to manage 
parking, promote responsible pet 
ownership and ensure we are 
bushfire ready. 

Security and CCTV  
$2.19 million

The City will continue to keep 
your neighbourhood safe with 
its regular security patrol and 
network of CCTV cameras. 
This year’s budget will fund the 
development of a City-wide 
Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention Plan. 

Waste and recycling  
$15.77 million

An early adopter of the three bin system, 
the City coordinates a weekly Food 
Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) 
and fortnightly recycling and general 
waste collection. We are committed to 
the promotion of waste education in 
schools and the broader community. 

Environmental management $6.03 million

The City will continue to address water quality through the creation 
of living streams, riverbank restoration and the protection of 
wetlands such as Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary, Lightning Swamp 
and Berringar Park. The Federal Government has committed 
$1 million in funding towards the rehabilitation of the foreshore at 
Tranby Reserve. The City has committed $450,000 to improve the 
water quality of the Maylands Lakes.  The City will continue to plant 
trees on verges, parks and in natural areas as part of its annual 
planting program. $650,000 has been allocated in this budget to 
commence work on an Urban Forest at Riverside Gardens. 

Caring for our seniors  
$9.49 million

The City will continue to operate the 
Bayswater and Morley Community 
Centres. This budget also funds residential 
care facilities at Carramar and City of 
Bayswater Hostels along with independent 
living accommodation at Carramar and 
Mertome Gardens, and Walmsley and 
Salisbury Retreat. 

Community events $740,000

The City funds a range of community events 
including the Avon Descent Finish Line Festival, 
Community Art Awards, a number of concerts, 
music in the park, and Carols by Candlelight.

Roads, footpaths and 
drainage $29.35 million 

The City will continue to upgrade its 
existing network of roads, footpaths, 
drains and street lighting. The City 
manages 460km of local roads at a 
replacement cost of $308 million. 

Community Development  
$1.33 million

The City delivers a range of programs and 
activities in community development. The City 
will continue to engage with community 
representatives and deliver actions in line with 
its Access and Inclusion Plan (2020-2024) and 
Reconciliation Innovate Action Plan (2021-
2023). The City will also continue to recruit 
and train volunteers and coordinate the Age 
Friendly Ambassadors. This year’s budget 
will fund the delivery of youth activities and 
programs in consultation with the Youth 
Advisory Committee, and actions in line with 
the City’s Homelessness Strategy 2021-2025.

Public Health $2.48 million

The City conducts health inspections at cafes and 
restaurants, and controls pests such as mosquitoes.  
We monitor air pollution, respond to noise complaints and 
test the water quality of our river and public pools. The City 
runs a wide range of holistic health and wellbeing programs 
throughout the year, in line with its Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan to create a healthier Bayswater community.


