
Footpath Policy  
 

1 

Responsible Division  Infrastructure and Assets 

Responsible Business Unit/s Infrastructure Projects 

Responsible Officer Manager Infrastructure Projects 

Affected Business Unit/s Transport and Buildings; Parks and Environment; Statutory Planning 
and Compliance 

Document Ref 4028313 

Purpose 

To provide a consistent and transparent process for dealing with the construction of Footpaths and 

cycleways within the road reserve under the care, control and management of the City of Bayswater. 

Objectives 

The City will provide a ‘fit-for-purpose’ strategic contiguous footpath network to enable safe pedestrian 

access, free of discrimination for all users, within the community, to local, district, and regional 

destination facilities and linking to the wider public transport network. 

To provide a consistent and transparent process for dealing with construction within the road reserve 

under the care, control and management of the City of Bayswater. 

Scope 

This policy applies: 

1.  To all new paths undertaken within the road reserve under the care, control and management 

of the City of Bayswater as defined by the Local Government Act 1995. 

2.  To all streets within the City, existing and proposed, that do not provide a safe environment for 

pedestrians as outlined in the Austroads Guide to Road Design – Part 6A (Pedestrian and 

Cyclist Paths). 
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Policy Statement 

1. The City shall review the path program whereby new path provision is prioritised based on the 

following criteria and score system: 

Category Footpath Prioritization Criteria 
Score  

Weighting 

Safety Risk 
Road Hierarchy 5 

Traffic Volume  15 

Usage 

Number of Properties 5 

Train Station 10 

Bus Stop 2 

Schools 10 

Aged Care 2 

Childcare 2 

Shopping Centres 5 

Recreational facilities 4 

Community facilities 3 

Connectivity (incl. Cul-de-sac with Connection) 2 

Parks and Reserves 5 

Cycle Network 

Safe Route to School 4 

WABN (LTCN Routes) 
DIMT (DoT) Co-Funding 

5 

Bike Plan 1 

Current 
Condition 

New Path 15 

Existing Path (Upgrade) 5 

TOTAL 100 

 

• A 400-metre walking catchment shall be applied around each amenity. Any potential 

pathways located within this catchment will receive the corresponding score weighting as 

outlined in the table above. 

2. To provide a contiguous footpath network, all streets within the City are to have a footpath on 

at least one side of a street, except cul-de-sacs:  

• With traffic volumes less than 600 vehicles per day; and 

• With no connection to pedestrian access ways (PAWs) or nearby amenities such as parks 

and reserves. 

3. All District Distributor Roads (District Distributor A and B) are to have a footpath on each side 

of the road.  
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4. This policy does not apply to the provision of new paths within reserves, parks or public open 

spaces, unless the path forms part of a pathway link that is required to connect existing or 

planned pathway networks beyond the reserve, park or public open space 

5. Priority should be given to roads that currently have no footpaths.  

6. New footpaths shall be aligned further from the kerb (towards the property boundary). Where 

practicable, footpaths shall be located along or near the property boundary. 

The City shall construct footpaths through existing crossovers to maintain continuous, legible 

pedestrian paths along streets, irrespective of road hierarchy. 

7. Community Interests - The City will endeavour to ensure that all construction undertaken within 

the road reserve under the control and management of the City does not, as far as is practicably 

possible, negatively impact the safety, amenity, accessibility or future use, serviceability, or 

enjoyment of the road reserve for the community as a whole. The individual needs of a particular 

developer, existing or proposed community group or individual, shall not take precedence over 

the interests of the wider community.  

8. All works within the road reserve shall, to the extent permitted by current legislation, be 

designed, planned, executed and where appropriate, tested, supervised, inspected, and 

maintained to a minimum standard to be determined by the City.  

9. Consultation with the community will be undertaken prior to construction to ensure that those 

who are affected by or who are likely to have an interest in a decision are informed and have 

an opportunity to provide comment and feedback.  

Definitions 

Cul-de-sac means a local access road that is closed to through-traffic at one end and provides only 

a single point of vehicular entry and exit. It typically includes a turning head, such as a circular bulb 

or hammerhead to allow vehicles to turn around safely. Cul-de-sacs generally serve residential areas, 

carry low traffic volumes, and may provide pedestrian or cyclist connections to adjoining streets, 

reserves, or public open spaces. 

Road Hierarchy is classified by Main Roads WA and includes the following categories: Primary 

Distributor, District Distributor A, District Distributor B, Regional Distributor (only non-built up area), 

Local Distributor, and Access Road. For further details, refer to Main Roads Western Australia 

document D10#10992. 

WABN means Western Australian Bicycle Network. 

LTCN means long-term cycle network, classified as Primary Route, Secondary Route and Local 

Routes. 

DTMI (formerly DoT) means Departments of Transport and Major Infrastructure. 

Related Legislation 

• Local Government Act 1995 (WA). 

• Land Administration Act 1997. 

• Road Traffic Code 2000. 
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• Disability Discrimination Act 1992. 

• Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Pedestrian and Cycle Paths. 

• City of Bayswater Crossover Application Booklet. 

Related Documentation 

• Main Roads Western Australia document D10#10992 – Road Hierarchy for Western Australia 

Road Types and Criteria. 

Relevant Delegations Nil 

Risk Evaluation Low 

Council Adoption 25 May 2021 Resolution 10.6.1.5 

Review/Modified 23 June 2026 Resolution 10.5.1.2.3 

Next review due 23 June 2030  

 


